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Sea, 1960 (77 Stat. 194, 33 U.S.C. 1051–
1094). 

[CGD 76–133, 42 FR 35792, July 11, 1977. Redes-
ignated at CGD 81–017, 46 FR 28154, May 26, 
1981]

PART 82—72 COLREGS: 
INTERPRETATIVE RULES

Sec.
82.1 Purpose. 
82.3 Pushing vessel and vessel being pushed: 

Composite unit. 
82.5 Lights for moored vessels. 
82.7 Sidelights for unmanned barges.

AUTHORITY: 14 U.S.C. 2, 633; 33 U.S.C. 1602; 
E.O. 11964, 42 FR 4327, 3 CFR, 1977 Comp., p. 
88; 49 CFR 1.46(n).

§ 82.1 Purpose. 
This part contains the interpretative 

rules concerning the 72 COLREGS that 
are adopted by the Coast Guard for the 
guidance of the public. 

[CGD 76–133, 42 FR 35792, July 11, 1977. Redes-
ignated by CGD 81–017, 46 FR 28154, May 26, 
1981]

§ 82.3 Pushing vessel and vessel being 
pushed: Composite unit. 

Rule 24(b) of the 72 COLREGS states 
that when a pushing vessel and a vessel 
being pushed ahead are rigidly con-
nected in a composite unit, they are re-
garded as a power-driven vessel and 

must exhibit the lights under Rule 23. 
A ‘‘composite unit’’ is interpreted to be 
a pushing vessel that is rigidly con-
nected by mechanical means to a ves-
sel being pushed so they react to sea 
and swell as one vessel. ‘‘Mechanical 
means’’ does not include the following: 

(a) Lines. 
(b) Hawsers. 
(c) Wires. 
(d) Chains. 

[CGD 76–133, 42 FR 35792, July 11, 1977. Redes-
ignated by CGD 81–017, 46 FR 28154, May 26, 
1981]

§ 82.5 Lights for moored vessels. 
For the purposes of Rule 30 of the 72 

COLREGS, a vessel at anchor includes a 
barge made fast to one or more moor-
ing buoys or other similar device at-
tached to the sea or river floor. Such a 
barge may be lighted as a vessel at an-
chor in accordance with Rule 30, or 
may be lighted on the corners in ac-
cordance with 33 CFR 88.13. 

[CGD 94–011, 63 FR 5731, Feb. 4, 1998]

§ 82.7 Sidelights for unmanned barges. 
An unmanned barge being towed may 

use the exception of COLREGS Rule 
24(h). However, this exception only ap-
plies to the vertical sector require-
ments. 

[CGD 94–011, 63 FR 5731, Feb. 4, 1998]
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Mission Bay, CA.............................................................................................. 80.1106
Mississippi Passes, LA to Point Au Fer, LA .................................................... 80.830
Mississippi Passes, LA...................................................................................... 80.825
Mobile Bay, AL to Chandeleur Islands, LA ...................................................... 80.815
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Morris Island, SC to Hilton Head Island, SC .................................................... 80.712
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Netarts Bay, OR.............................................................................................. 80.1350
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Pillar Point Harbor, CA.................................................................................. 80.1140
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Port Hueneme, CA .......................................................................................... 80.1120
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Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands ........................................................................ 80.738
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Purpose................................................................................................................ 82.1
Pushing vessel and vessel being pushed: Composite unit .................................... 82.3
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Race Point, MA to Watch Hill, RI.................................................................... 80.145
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Rock Island, FL to Cape San Blas, FL ............................................................. 80.805
Rogue River, OR ............................................................................................. 80.1310
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San Diego Harbor, CA..................................................................................... 80.1104
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San Luis Obispo Bay, CA ................................................................................ 80.1130
San Pedro Bay-Anaheim Bay, CA ................................................................... 80.1114
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Santa Cruz Harbor, CA ................................................................................... 80.1138
Savannah River ................................................................................................ 80.715
Seventeenth Coast Guard District.................................................................. 80.1705
Seventh Coast Guard District................................................................ 80.703, 80.740
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Tybee Island, GA to St. Simons Island, GA ..................................................... 80.717
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U.S. Pacific Island possessions ....................................................................... 80.1495
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V
Ventura Marina, CA........................................................................................ 80.1124
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Watch Hill, RI to Montauk Point, NY.............................................................. 80.155
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